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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to communication filed November 29, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-19 are pending in this Office Action. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant argument regarding Kotani reference (US Pub. No. 2004/0126094) 
having a filing date of July 22, 2003, which is after the January 14, 2003 priority date of 
Document JP 2003-006114 of the instant application is persuasive. Therefore, the 
Kotani's reference is hereby withdrawn from the last Office Action. 

4. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United . 
States. 

Claims 1 -4, 8- 11, and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by USPN 6,262,915 issued to Kihara et al (hereinafter "Kihara"). 
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Regarding claim 1, Kihara discloses a performance information reproducing 
apparatus comprising: 

a file storage device that stores a musical tone data file, in which musical tone 
information is recorded (see column 13, lines 50 - 53 wherein ATRAC3 data file that 
stores the music data is interpreted as "music tone data file"), and at least one media 
data file, in which at least one other type of media information is recorded (see column 
1 1 , lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store audio data is interpreted as one of the 
disclosed "media data file"), together with a management file in which reading manners 
of the musical tone data file and the media data files are recorded (see column 13, lines 
54 - 57 wherein management file is disclosed and music data therein inherently include 
musical tone data); and 

a reproduction data generating device that generates (see column 6, lines 38 - 39 
wherein the SRAM is the reproduction apparatus/device), based on the musical tone 
data file and the management file see column 13, lines 54 - 57 wherein management 
file is disclosed and music data therein inherently include musical tone data), 
reproduction data that designates the musical tone information (see column 12, line 55 
wherein music files inherently includes music tone information) and the media data file 
to be reproduced, using designation information in a same format as the musical tone 
information recorded (see column 11, lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store audio 
data is interpreted as one of the disclosed "media data file"). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kihara discloses wherein said file storage device stores a 
plurality of media data files, in which a plurality of types of media information are 
recorded, respectively (see Fig.7 wherein plurality of directories and files that store 
media data files are disclosed). 

Regarding claim 3, Kihara discloses wherein the plurality of media data files (see 
Fig. 9 wherein music program data files are interpreted as media data files), in which the 
plurality of types of media information are recorded, respectively, comprise an audio 
data file (see column 1 1 , lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store audio data is 
interpreted as one of the disclosed "media data file"), and a video data file (see 
column 12, lines 55 wherein the music file is interpreted as video data file). 

Regarding claim 4, Kihara discloses wherein the management file comprises file 
names of the media data file (see column 11, lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store 
audio data is interpreted as one of the disclosed "media data file" and CAT.MSF is the 
file name), and pieces of timing data indicative of timing of start of reproduction of the 
media data file, the file names and the pieces of timing data being arranged in order of 
reproduction (see Fig. 1 0A that shows the start and end of the music program and 
column 9, line 17 also discloses timing process of the memory device). 
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Regarding claim 8, Kihara discloses a performance information reproducing 
apparatus comprising: 

a file storage device that stores a musical tone data file, in which musical tone 
information is recorded (see column 13, lines 50 - 53 wherein ATRAC3 data file that 
stores the music data is interpreted as "music tone data file"), and at least one media 
data file, in which at least one other type of media information is recorded (see column 
1 1 , lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store audio data is interpreted as one of the 
disclosed "media data file"), together with a management file in which reading manners 
of the musical tone data file and the media data files are recorded (see column 13, lines 
54 - 57 wherein management file is disclosed and music data therein inherently include 
musical tone data); and 

a reproduction data generating device that generates (see column 6, lines 38 - 39 
wherein the SRAM is the reproduction apparatus/device), based on the musical tone 
data file and the management file see column 13, lines 54- 57 wherein management 
file is disclosed and music data therein inherently include musical tone data), 
reproduction data that designates the musical tone information (see column 12, line 55 
wherein music files inherently includes music tone information) and the media data file 
to be reproduced, using designation information in a same format as the musical tone 
information recorded (see column 11, lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store audio 
data is interpreted as one of the disclosed "media data file"); 

a reproduction data storage device that stores the generated reproduction data 
(see column see column 32, lines 33 - 36 wherein hard disk is the storage device); 
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a reading device that reads the reproduction data from said reproduction data 
storage device in accordance with reproduction clock for the musical tone information 
(see column 7, lines 10-20 wherein the recorder/player is the reading device); and 

a reproducing device that reads the media data file designated by the read 
reproduction data (see column 4, lines 62 - 67 wherein the reproducing apparatus is 
interpreted as the reproducing device), and reproduces the musical tone information in 
the reproduction data (see column 12, line 55 wherein music files inherently includes 
music tone information) and. the media information in the media data file in synchronism 
with each other (see column 19, lines 63 - 67 wherein synchronous reproduction is 
interpreted as synchronism of the media files). 

Regarding claim 9, Kihara discloses a performance information reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said file storage device stores a plurality of 
media data files, in which a plurality of types of media information are recorded, 
respectively (see Fig. 7 wherein plurality of directories and files that store media data 
files are disclosed). 

Regarding claim 10, Kihara discloses a performance information reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the plurality of media data files, in which the 
plurality of types of media information are recorded, respectively, comprise an audio 
data file (see column 1 1 , lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store audio data is 
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interpreted as one of the disclosed "media data file"), and a video data file (see 
column12, lines 55 wherein the music file is interpreted as video data file). 

Regarding claim 11, Kihara discloses a performance information reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the management file comprises file names of 
the media data file (see column 11, lines 51 - 59 wherein CAT.MSF that store audio 
data is interpreted as one of the disclosed "media data file" and CAT.MSF is the file 
name), and pieces of timing data indicative of timing of start of reproduction of the 
media data file, the file names and the pieces of timing data being arranged in order of 
reproduction (see Fig. 1 0A that shows the start and end of the music program and 
column 9, line 17 also discloses timing process of the memory device). 

Claim 16 is essentially the same as claim 1 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a method rather than an apparatus and therefore rejected for the same 
reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claim 17 is essentially the same as claim 8 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as a method rather than an apparatus and therefofe rejected for the same 
reasons as applied hereinabove. 
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Claim 18 is essentially the same as claim 8 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as reproducing program rather than an apparatus and therefore rejected for 
the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claim 19 is essentially the same as claim 8 except that it sets forth the claimed 
invention as reproducing program rather than an apparatus and therefore rejected for 
the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5-7, and 12 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kihara in view of USPN 4,942,551 issued to Klappert et al 
(hereinafter "Klappert"). 

Regarding claim 5, Kihara disclose the claimed subject matter as discussed in 
claims 1 and 4 respectively. 

Kihara does not explicitly teach MIDI event as claimed. 

Klappert discloses wherein the musical tone data file comprises MIDI events, and 
pieces of timing data indicative of MIDI clock timing of start of processing the MIDI 
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event, the MIDI events and the pieces of timing data being arranged in order of 
reproduction (column 4, lines 49 - 56). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the 
present invention to combine the cited references because Klappert's teaching of "MIDI" 
would allow Kihara's system connect together music synthesizers, music instruments 
and computer. The motivation is that MIDI devices are used for creating, recording and 
playing back music. Incorporating MIDI device into Kihara's system simplifies the 
process of reproduction of musical data. 

Regarding claim 6, Klappert discloses wherein the reproduction data comprises 
file names of the media data file (see column7, Iines48 -49), and pieces of timing data 
indicative of MIDI clock timing of start of reproduction of the media data file (column 4, 
lines 49 - 56), the file names and the pieces of timing data being arranged in order of 
reproduction (see column 6, lines 43 - 49). 

Regarding claim 7, Klappert discloses wherein the timing data indicative of MIDI 
clock timing of start of reproduction of the media data file is generated from data 
indicative of timing recorded in the management file (column 4, lines 49 - 53). 
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Regarding claim 12, Klappert discloses wherein the musical tone data file 
comprises MIDI events, and pieces of timing data indicative of MIDI clock timing of start 
of processing the MIDI event, the MIDI events and the pieces of timing data being 
arranged in order of reproduction (column 4, lines 49 - 56). 

Regarding claim 13, Klappert discloses wherein the reproduction data comprises 
file names of the media data file (see cplumn7, lines 48 - 49), and pieces of timing data 
indicative of MIDI clock timing of start of reproduction of the media data file (column 4, 
lines 49 - 56), the file names and the pieces of timing data being arranged in order of 
reproduction (see column 4, lines 49 - 59). 

Regarding claim 14, Klappert discloses wherein the timing data indicative of MIDI clock 

timing of start of reproduction of the media data file is generated from data indicative of 

* 

timing recorded in the management file (column 4, lines 49 - 53). 

Regarding claim 15, Klappert discloses wherein the reproduction clock for the 
musical tone information is MIDI clock, and wherein whenever timing corresponding to 
the timing data indicative of MIDI clock timing of start of reproduction of the media data 
file is reached, the media data file having the file name corresponding to the MIDI clock 
timing is read from said file storage device (column 5, lines 48 - 55). 
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Conclusion 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4034. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 




Fred I. Ehichioya 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 




June 13, 2007 



